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COMMUNITY DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 
Purpose 
 
This demographic profile has been compiled as part of the community-based 
strategic planning work of the Lake of Bays Township.  The Township is undertaking 
a broad community consultation process in mid 2009 to ensure that the strategic plan 
that will guide its work is firmly rooted in the voice and direction of the people who live 
both on a permanent and seasonal basis in the Lake of Bays area.   
 
The community profile seeks to accomplish three things, namely to:  
 
¥ Describe the Lake of Bays Township by compiling existing demographic and 

population analysis work;   
¥ Inform the community-based strategic planning process that the community, as a 

whole, undertakes; and 
¥ Provide a Township-specific resource tool for ongoing use.  
 
 
Methodology 
 
The community profile has been compiled, for the most part, by extracting information 
that is specific to the Lake of Bays Township from other recent documents that have 
been prepared by the District of Muskoka.  These include:  
 
¥ Economic Profile, Demographic Profile and Community Profile  

(February 2009) 
¥ Growth Strategy Phase I and Phase 2 Reports (Watson & Associates, January 

and November 2008) 
¥ Second Home Study (2004) 
¥ Statistics Canada Community Profile from the 2006 Census 
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Leading health indicator information was provided by the Simcoe Muskoka District 
Health Unit.   
 
Due to the size of this document, the electronic version has been made available in 
three sections: A 3-page, stand-alone ÒHighlightsÓ section, the body of the report, and 
the Appendices.  By making it available on the Lake of Bays Township website in an 
easy downloadable format,, it is hoped that it will be a widely used and useful tool.  
 
 
Context 
 
In any community-based planning process, it is important to honour and build on the 
work that has been done in the past.  The Township of Lake of Bays undertook a 
progressive and extensive community consultation process in the mid 1990Õs that 
resulted in the Vision and Values for the Township1.  These have been restated 
below to provide a qualitative context for the demographic and other quantitative 
information.  The Official Plan for the Township, completed in 1999, was developed 
from these Values and Vision.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
1 Visioning the Future, Lake of Bays Township.  May 1995-January 1996.  Report of the Steering Committee. 
Volume 1. 

 
Our Vision  
The residents of the Township of the Lake of Bays will nurture and sustain clean 
water, fresh air, natural shorelines, healthy forests and wetlands that will be the 
pride of the province.  We will offer an outstanding combination of economic 
opportunity, peaceful living and recreation.  This is our dream and legacy for our 
grandchildren’s children.  
 
We Value 

¥ A Healthy Environment 
¥ The Allure of our Surroundings 
¥ A Sound Economy 
¥ Responsible Leadership 
¥ Quality of Life  
¥ Our Heritage 

 
The responsibility of all residents is to be guardians of these values and ensure 
that the Township of Lake of Bays grows and develops in accord with Our Vision.  
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GEOGRAPHY 
 
 
Location  
 
Lake of Bays Township2 is located 193 km north of Toronto (approximately 45 
minutes by air or 120 minutes by car), and 322 km west of Ottawa on the south edge 
of the Canadian Shield.  Bordered by Highways 117, 35 and 60, it is comprised of 
approximately 66,000 hectares, with most of the land mass  east and north of Lake of 
Bays.  The Township is contiguous with the Town of Huntsville to the north and west, 
Algonquin Park to the northeast, and Haliburton County to the east and southeast.  
Although it has five communities, many homes are located throughout the Township, 
often on the waterfront.   
 
Communities3 
 
Baysville  is considered a growth centre in the Township.  It is located at the head of the 
South Muskoka River, has direct water access to Lake of Bays and is at the junction of 
Muskoka Roads 117 and 2.  
 
Dorset is located on the narrows between the main body of Lake of Bays and Trading Bay, 
and is split by Highway 35.  The community is split between the Township of Lake of Bays 
and Algonquin Highlands (formerly the Township of Sherbourne), which is in Haliburton 
County.  
 
Dwight  extends along Highway 60 past the head of Dwight Bay and past the junction of 
Highways 60 and 35.  It is on the main route to the West Gate of Algonquin Park and is the 
northern gateway to the Lake of Bays area.  It is also the administrative centre for the Lake of 
Bays Township.  
 
Hillside is a smaller community located on Peninsula Lake at the junction of Highway 60 
and Muskoka Road 8.  
 
Echo Valley is a planned residential lifestyle community located between Hillside and 
Dwight off Highway 60.  
 
Huntsville is the closest main service centre to the northwest portion of Lake of Bays 
Township.  It is also the largest Ôurban centreÕ in Muskoka District.  Bracebridge is the 
closest main service centre to the southwest portion of the Township.  As such, Huntsville 
and Bracebridge have a strong interdependence with Lake of Bays Township, particularly 
with respect to employment, services and housing.      

                                                
2 A map of Lake of Bays Township is in Appendix One.  
3 Official Plan, 1999.  
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POPULATION4 
 
 
Clearly, the hallmark of the Lake of Bays Township is that its population is a blend of 
permanent and seasonal residents with the seasonal population vastly exceeding its 
permanent population.   Watson & Associates described the line between permanent 
and seasonal residents as blurring because many seasonal residents are reaching 
retirement age and choosing to live permanently or for greater portions of the year in 
their Lake of Bays homes.   Recent years have seen more conversions of seasonal 
cottages to permanent housing units..   
 
Figure One and Table One show the permanent and seasonal population of Lake of 
Bays Township in comparison to the other municipalities in the District of Muskoka.   
With the permanent and seasonal population combined, Lake of Bays makes up 
approximately 11% of the combined permanent and seasonal population of Muskoka 
District. This makes Lake of Bays Township the least populated of the six Muskoka 
Townships, although Georgian Bay has a smaller permanent population and a 
marginally larger combined population.  

         
 Figure One.  Population of Lake of Bays Township Compared to Muskoka District 
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4 Sources of information are Statistics Canada 2006 Census; District of Muskoka Planning Documents (Feb 
2009); District of Muskoka Growth Strategy Phase 1 Report (Watson & Associates, 2008); and  2004 Second 
Home Study. 
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Table One. 2006 Population Lake of Bays Township5 
Municipality Permanent 

Residents 

%
 T

ota
l  

Mu
sk

ok
a Estimated 

Seasonal 
Population %

 T
ota

l 
Mu

sk
ok

a Total 
Population 

% of Total 
District of 
Muskoka 

Population 
Muskoka (total) 59,980 100% 75,626 100% 135,606 100% 
Lake of Bays 3,720 6.2% 11,480 15.2% 15,200 11.2% 
Huntsville 19,048 31.8% 6,171 8.2% 25,218 18.6% 
Bracebridge 16,309 27.2% 7,045 9.3% 23,354 17.2% 
Georgian Bay 2,438 4.1% 14,766 19.5% 17,204 12.7% 
Gravenhurst 11,510 19.2% 11,036 14.6% 22,546 16.6% 
Muskoka Lakes 6,739 11.2% 25,129 33.2% 31,867 23.5% 

 
 
Permanent Residents6 7 
 
Age Groups  
Table Two and Figure Two show the age breakdown of the permanent residents of 
Lake of Bays Township in 2006.   
 

Table Two.  Age Groups in Lake of Bays 2006 
 

Age Group 
Lake of Bays 

2006 
% Lake of Bays 

Population 
Muskoka 

District 2006 
%  Muskoka 
Population 

Preschool (0-4) 115 3.2% 2,320 4.0% 
Elementary School (5-14) 320 9.0% 6,450 11.2% 
High School (15-19) 210 5.9% 3,700 6.4% 
Young Adults (20-34) 415 11.6% 8,045 14.0% 
Adults (35-54) 1,005 28.2% 17,290 30.0% 
Older Adults (55-64) 670 18.8% 8,355 14.5% 
Young Seniors (65-74) 515 14.4% 6,145 10.7% 
Mid Seniors (75-84) 255 7.1% 3,970 6.9% 
Older Seniors (85+) 55 1.5% 1,280 2.2% 
Total Population 3,570  100% 57,555 100% 

                                                
5 Source for population numbers is Demographic Profile. District of Muskoka. February, 2009. Seasonal 
population numbers were estimated by Watson & Associates.   
6 The information in this section is derived from the Statistics Canada website.  As such they differ from the 
District of Muskoka total population numbers because they have not been adjusted to allow for the 4% 
undercount.  The total population figure used by the District of Muskoka (3720) should be considered the most 
accurate.   The Statistics Canada source has been used for this section to take advantages of the comparisons and 
analysis that is provided by Statistics Canada.  
7 Tables and Figures that provide more detailed information are in Appendix Three.  
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Male and female populations in all age groups were approximately equal.  The age 
mix in Lake of Bays was similar to the mix in the other Muskoka municipalities and 
the District as a whole, however there was a higher ratio of older adults to younger 
adults in the Lake of Bays Township.  Muskoka District as a whole is experiencing an 
in-migration of people in the 55-74 age group.  In Lake of Bays Township, this age 
group comprised 1/3 of the total population (33.2%). There were more than double 
the number of people in the 60-64 age range (350 people) than in the 35-39 range 
(160 people)8. 
 
 
 

      Figure Two.  Age Groups in Lake of Bays (2006) 

Preschool  (0-4) Elementary School (5-14)

High School (15-19) Young Adults (20-34)

Adults (35-54) Older Adults (55-64)

Young Seniors (65-74) Seniors (75 and over)
  

 
 
 
In considering these age groups within a community planning framework, a useful 
conceptual context is their primary challenges and contributions throughout the 
lifespan.  Consideration of these factors indicates what services and supports may be 
needed within the community. Table Three provides this context9.   

 

                                                
8 Population tables are in Appendix Three 
9 Adapted from Murray and Zentner, 1975.  
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Table Three.  Life Span Challenges and Roles 

 
Age Group 

% of  Lake of 
Bays 

Population 

 
Typical Life Span Challenges and Contributions 

Preschool (0-4) 3.2% Early childhood development; Security 
Elementary School (5-14) 9.0% Healthy growth and development; Education 
High School (15-19) 5.9% Healthy growth and development; Education; 

Independence; Safety 
Young Adults (20-34) 11.6% Economic and career paths; New homes and families; 

Childbearing and caring for children 
Adults (35-54) 28.2% Established careers/vocations; Lifestyle options; Older 

children; Empty nests; Aging parents; Community 
leadership 

Older Adults (55-64) 18.8% Early retirement; Peak earning years; Empty nests; 
Aging parents; Community leadership 

Young Seniors (65-74) 14.4% Retirement; Increasing health awareness; Increased 
volunteer capacity; Large pool of mixed skills and 
experience 

Mid Seniors (75-84) 7.1% 
Older Seniors (85+) 1.5% 

Declining health, mobility and independence; Loss; 
Leadership through community wisdom and 
experience 

 
As significant as the older adult age group was in size, nearly 40% of Lake of Bays 
residents were between 20 and 54 years, which are the years that are primarily 
concerned with work, establishing homes and child rearing.    
 
Diversity and Mobility  
90% of people in Lake of Bays reported English as their mother tongue compared 
with 68% of Ontarians.  In 2006, less than 1% of Lake of Bays residents was a 
member of a visible minority compared with 22.8% in Ontario.  
 
Over the previous five years, approximately 20% of residents had moved to Lake of 
Bays from somewhere else in Ontario.  
 
Families and Relationships  
68% of people over 15 years were living in either a married or common-law 
relationship in 2006.  6% of people were widowed. Strikingly, but not surprisingly, of 
this group there were four times as many women as men.     
 
There was a significantly higher proportion of couples living without children than in 
Ontario as a whole (46% of households compared to 28%).  The median income of 
couples with children was nearly 50% higher than that of couples without children 
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($73,802 compared to $49,973).  Lone parent families made up less than 5% of total 
families.    
 
27% of people over 15 years reported looking after children (unpaid hours), of which 
just a little over half were women.   18% of people reported assisting or caring for a 
senior. Of these caregivers there were twice as many women as men.   
 
Housing  
In 2006, 22 non-waterfront housing units sold in Lake of Bays Township with the 
average sale price being $163,750.  This is a 25% increase in price over the previous 
four year period, which is the lowest increase in the Muskoka municipalities.  Over 
roughly the same period, the prices for executive homes in Huntsville increased 
between 32% and 52%. Non-luxury apartments and townhomes increased by 12% in 
Huntsville, while they increased by 62-29% in Bracebridge. 
 
There were 135 rental units in Lake of Bays (2.2% of the total in Muskoka District) in 
2006.  The median monthly payment for rent was $750.00.   There were 1,405 
owned dwellings, with the average value of an owned dwelling being $406,950. 
 
The size of median monthly payments for owner-occupied dwellings was half of 
OntarioÕs at $561 compared to $1,046.   
 
Education 10  
The Township of Lake of Bays appears to have a proportionately high number of 
people with university educations, at 21.8%, compared to Muskoka as a whole at 
16.5%.  52.5% of people11 had a postsecondary certificate, diploma or degree in 
2006.  The most common fields of study were architecture, engineering and related 
technologies (13%); health, recreation and fitness (11%); and business, management 
and public administration (9%). 
 
Employment  
Muskoka District had the lowest unemployment rate in Northern Ontario, the highest 
employment rate, and experienced the greatest increase in the labour force between 
2001 and 2006, at 15.6% (compared to 8.2% in Ontario as a whole, and 5.7% in 
Nippissing District).   This is attributed to the tourism-oriented local economic base12.   
Labour force growth between 1986 and 2006 in Lake of Bays was 78%, the highest 
in Muskoka, after Huntsville (69.3%).   
 

                                                
10 Tables that describe the education, income and employment nature of the permanent population in the Lake of 
Bays Township are in Appendix Three.  
11 Over 15 years of age. 
12 Watson & Associates. 
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In 2006, 21% of people who lived in Lake of Bays worked within the Township and  
40% worked in Muskoka District.  Approximately 9% of people worked at home in 
2006. 
 
Although the labour force living in Lake of Bays Township in 2006 was made up of 
roughly half men (52%) and half women (48%), there were significant gender 
differences in some occupations. 90% of trades, transportation and equipment 
operators were men, while 96% of people who worked in the  business, finance and 
administrative field were women. 27% of people identified their occupation as 
management, administration, business or finance; 24% were in sales and service; 
and nearly 19% were in trades, transportation and equipment operators or had 
related occupations.   
 
The top three sectors in the labour market in Lake of Bays in 2006, were the same as 
in the Muskoka District, namely construction, retail and business services, which 
combined to make up nearly 50% of the total.   The most noticeable gender 
differences in sectors were in construction where 79.4% of people employed were 
men; and in health care and social services where 82% of people employed were 
women.   
 
Tourism  
Almost one third of MuskokaÕs labour force was employed in services such as the 
accommodation, food, and beverage sectors.  The most prevalent occupation was 
sales and service that is related directly or indirectly to tourism.  
 
Lake of Bays Township had sixteen tourist resorts, or 18% of the total in the Muskoka 
District.  
 
Income  
ÒOther money as a percent of total incomeÓ as reported by Statistics Canada (2006) 
was nearly double that of Ontario as a whole (23% as compared to 13%), while the 
incidence of low income was approaching half of the province as a whole (6% as 
compared to 11%).   Median incomes tended to be lower than for Ontario, in 
particular for couples without children, and with the exception of one-person 
households.     
 
69% of people over 15 years of age reported earnings in 2005.  Their median 
earnings were $22,000.  Of this group, 44%, or 945 people, worked full time for the 
full year.  Their median earnings were nearly $41,000.  There was a discrepancy in 
median earnings between men and women of nearly $11, 500. 
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Leading Health Indicators (Permanent Population)13 14 
 
Births  
The General Fertility Rate15 in Lake of Bays Township fell by two-thirds between 
1986 and 2006, from 60/1,000 to 20/1,000.  It has been well below the Muskoka and 
Ontario General Fertility Rate since the late 1980Õs.   
 
Illnesses  
Hospital discharge data is used to indicate the prevalence of the most common and 
significant illnesses between 2003 and 2007 (inclusive).  Hospital use by Lake of 
Bays Township residents is similar to that seen in Muskoka District as a whole. The 
top five causes of hospitalization for Lake of Bays residents are:  
 
¥ Diseases of the circulatory system 
¥ Diseases of digestive system 
¥ Injury, poisoning and certain other consequences of external causes 
¥ Neoplasms 
¥ Factors influencing health status & contacts with health services. 
 
Deaths  
In the five-year period from 2000 to 2005,   94 residents of Lake of Bays Township 
died. This was slightly less than 3% of the total deaths in Muskoka, while the total 
population was approximately 6% of the District.   Similarly to Muskoka District, the 
leading causes of death, in descending order,  were:  
 
¥ Ischemic heart disease  
¥ Cancer of lungs or bronchus 
¥ Cerebrovascular diseases  
¥ Chronic lower respiratory diseases 
¥ Diabetes 
¥ Cancer of the colon, rectum, anus 
¥ Transport accidents. 
 
All other causes of death accounted for fewer than 5 deaths over the five year period.   
 
Significantly:  
 
¥ Accidental deaths appeared to be less of an issue for Lake of Bays Township 

than Muskoka District, as there were no deaths due to falls, drowning, poisoning, 

                                                
13 Provided by Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit.   More detailed descriptions are in Appendix Four. 
14 More information is in Appendix Four. 
15 Live births per 1000 women aged 15-49 years.  



 

Lake of Bays Township                                                                                                                                July 2009             
Community Demographic Profile 
                                                                                                                                                

11 

or firearm discharges.  There were also no deaths attributed to intentional self-
harm or behavioral disorders,    

¥ No deaths were attributed to cirrhosis or other liver diseases, compared to this 
accounting for 1% of deaths in Muskoka District,  

¥ No deaths were attributed to dementia and alzheimer disease, compared to this 
accounting for 6.1% of total deaths in Muskoka District, and 

¥ The percentage of total deaths due to diabetes in Lake of Bay Township residents 
(6.4%) was double that of Muskoka District (3.1%).  

 
 
Seasonal Residents16 17 
 
Of the total estimated population of the Lake of Bays Township, approximately ! of it 
is seasonal. Its impact on the Township is predominantly in the summer months, but 
increasingly in the fall and spring.   In 2004, there were 3,160 seasonal dwellings in 
Lake of Bays Township, or 15% of the total seasonal dwellings in Muskoka District.  
 
A Second Home Study 2004 was prepared by the District of Muskoka Planning and 
Development Department.     In addition to estimating the seasonal population, it also 
assessed the nature of this group of residents and its implications for the Muskoka 
District. Results from the survey showed that Lake of Bays Township seasonal 
residents appear to be consistent with the Muskoka District as a whole.  Because the 
information in this section is based on approximately 15% of total seasonal 
households in Lake of Bays Township, it needs to be regarded as indicative of 
trends, rather than having the same reliability as the description of the permanent 
population which is based on Census data18.    
 
Households 2004  
The average number of people per seasonal household was 3.62 in Lake of Bays, 
compared to 2.3 in year round households.  
 
Demographic Structure  
Table Four and Figure Three show that the age structure of the seasonal residents 
surveyed is similar to that of the year round residents.  Not surprisingly, the highest 
use of seasonal homes by children under 18 was in the summer months.   The 
average age of children under 18 was 10-11 years.  The average ages of home 
owners and their spouses were 58 (men) and 57 (women). 
 

                                                
16 Information in this section is taken from the Second Home Study 2004. 
17 More information is in Appendix Five. 
18  This is based on the rate of return from the sample population.  The rate of return, or participation by Lake of 
Bays seasonal residents who received the survey, was 42.1%   Surveys were returned from approximately 17% 
(or 532 of 3160) of seasonal dwellings.  
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Table Four.  Approximate Comparison of Age Groups Living in Lake of Bays 
 

 
Age Group 

% of  Lake of Bays Permanent 
Population 

% of Lake of Bays Seasonal 
Population 

Preschool (0-4) 3.2% 2.7% 
School Age (5-19) 14.9% 17.9% 
Young Adults (20-34) 11.6% 12% 
Adults (35-54) 28.2% 32.8% 
Older Adults (55-64) 18.8% 16.8% 
Young Seniors (65-74) 14.4% 11% 
Mid Seniors (75-84) 7.1% 
Older Seniors (85+) 1.5% 

6.1% 
0.7% 

 
 

 
Figure Three.  Comparison of Permanent and Seasonal ResidentsÕ Age Groups 
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One third of respondents reported an annual household income ranging between 
$50,000 -$100,000.  12% had an annual income of under $50,000.00 and 20% had 
an annual household income over $250,000.00. 
 
Use of Seasonal Homes  
27% of respondents used their homes for more than 60 days in the summer.  
Another 67% said they used them for between 11 and 60 days.   45.4% of people 
never used their homes in the winter, although roughly half said they used them up to 
30 days during the winter months.  Over 80% of respondents said they used their 
seasonal homes for up to a month in the spring and fall.  
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Most guests visited during the summer, followed by the fall.  The annual Ôvisitor 
nightsÕ19  in Lake of Bays was 258,780 or 15% of the reported total for Muskoka 
District.   Only 9% of seasonal homes in Lake of Bays were rented out by the owners.  
 
Over 80% of households had at least one motorized boat and at least one non-
motorized boat.   Consistent with their seasonal usage patterns, only 14% had a 
snowmobile and only 8% had an all-terrain vehicle.  Respondents reported that they 
would typically have 2.6 vehicles at their home during a visit by guests.  
 
Future Plans  
In 2004, 13.1% of the seasonal residents surveyed said they planned to make Lake 
of Bays their permanent home in 5.1 years.  Another 45.9 % werenÕt sure if they 
would move to Lake of Bays on a year-round basis.    44.3% of respondents said 
their seasonal homes were not winterized, and of these, 70.6% said they did not plan 
to winterize their homes. 
 
 
Population Trends 
 
 Popul ation Growth  
The permanent population in Lake of Bays Township increased by 68% between 
1981 and 2006.  This rate of growth is exceeded only by Bracebridge in the District of 
Muskoka (73% increase), while the District of Muskoka as a whole grew by 51%.   
Table Five shows the historical and projected population growth of Lake of Bays 
Township compared to Huntsville and Muskoka District.  
 
Between 2001 and 2006, the Lake of Bays permanent population increased by 28% 
as compared to 13% in the Muskoka District. Over this period, the 2006 census 
showed that 665 of new residents had moved into Lake of Bays Township from 
elsewhere in Ontario, or nearly 19% of the total population, while the remaining 40 
new residents had moved from another country.  Noticeably, no one had moved from 
elsewhere in Canada to Lake of Bays Township. 
 
By 2031, the permanent population in Lake of Bays Township is expected to increase 
over 2006 levels by approximately 20% to 4,482.  This rate of growth is 
approximately half of what is projected for the District of Muskoka (38%) for the same 
time period, in accordance with the Preferred Growth Scenario for the District.  The 
District of Muskoka is experiencing a higher rate of population growth than Ontario as 
a whole at 1.3% annually.  The Muskoka population is also aging more rapidly than 
Ontario as a whole due to the high level of in-migration of the 55+ age group.  

                                                
19  Visitor nights is the number of estimated visitors of seasonal residents, but who are not counted as seasonal 
residents,  multiplied by the number of nights they stayed in Lake of Bays Township. 
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Table Five.  Trends in Lake of Bays Population Growth (Permanent Residents)20 

 
 1981 2001^ 2006^ 2016* 2026* 2031* 
Lake of Bays 
# of people 

 
2,123 

 
2,900 

 
3,720 

 
4,053 

 
4,414 

 
4,482 

Lake of Bays 
% increase 

 37% 28% 9% 19% 20% 

Huntsville 
# of people 

11,467 17,338 19,048 21,818 25,192 26,416 

Huntsville 
% increase 

 51% 10% 15% 32% 39% 

Muskoka (total) 
# of people 

38,224 53,106 59,980 67,739 77,755 82,465 

Muskoka (total) 
% increase 

 39% 13% 13% 30% 38% 

* Increase projected from 2006.                                                                           ^ Increase from previous column. 
 
 
Figure Four illustrates the historical and projected growth trend in Lake of Bays 
Township compared to the other ÔcottageÕ areas of Georgian Bay and Muskoka 
Lakes in Muskoka District21.     
 
 
 
 

Figure Four.  Trends in Lake of Bays Population Growth (Permanent Residents) 
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20 Demographic Profile. The District of Muskoka. February 2009.  
21 Lake of Bays trend line is in the middle, between Muskoka Lakes on top, and Georgian Bay on the bottom.  
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Table Six. Seasonal and Permanent Population Growth Projections in Lake of Bays22 
 

Forecast Period Permanent 
Population 

Seasonal 
Population  

Total 
Population 

Total 
Households 

Total 
Employment 

2006 3,700 11,500 15,200 4,700 1,000 
2013 4,100 12,100 16,100 5,100 1,200 
2031 4,500 12,600 17,100 5,500 1,400 

Growth between 
2006-2031  

 
800 

 
1,100 

 
1,900 

 
800 

 
400 

Average Annual 
Growth 

2006-2031  

 
32 

 
44 

 
76 

 
32 

 
16 

 
 
Table Six shows projected growth in a number of domains.  The total population is 
expected to grow by 1,900 people in the 25 year period between 2006 and 2031.  
These projections include assumptions that the permanent population will grow by 
22%, while the seasonal population will grow by approximately 10%.  
 
Housing  
Lake of Bays Township has experienced the fastest growth in number of permanent 
housing units (the same as Bracebridge) at a rate of 2.7% annually. Watson & 
Associates predict that population growth in the Greater Golden Horseshoe (GGH) 23 
will continue to be the major driver of both permanent and seasonal housing demand 
in the District of Muskoka, with an increased pressure on recreationally-oriented 
property.   
 
The percentage of seasonal households in Lake of Bays has decreased from 79% in 
1981 to 67% in 2006.   Similarly, the District of Muskoka as a whole has seen 
seasonal households decrease from 59% to 47% over the same period.  800 new 
households (both seasonal and permanent) are expected between 2006 and 2031, at 
an average annual growth rate of 32 per year. 
 
Development of increased variations in seasonal housing alternatives is predicted 
throughout the Muskokas to appeal to the local, regional and international markets.  
This will include a range of full, pooled and fractional ownership options.  In 2006, 

                                                
22 From Watson & Associates.  Growth Strategy Phase 2, 2008.  
23 This is the geographic semicircle that radiates outward from Toronto and circles around the western end of 
Lake Ontario.  The inner ring (Golden Horseshoe) reaches north from Niagara Falls to Hamilton and then east to 
Oshawa.  The Outer Ring ( Greater Golden Horseshoe) expands the Horseshoe southwest to Brantford, west to 
the Kitchener-Waterloo area, north to Barrie, and east to Peterborough.  
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Lake of Bays Township was identified as a ÒhotspotÓ for housing price increases for 
recreational properties in Ontario24.  
 
Employment  
It is expected that over the next 25 years (2006-2031) the percentage of Muskoka 
permanent residents earning less than $25,000 per year will increase as a result of a 
continuing shift from export-based (industrial) employment to employment in the 
tourism related sector.  This means there will be more of a demand for housing for 
low and moderate income households.  Watson & Associates concluded that the 
supply of affordable housing in the Muskoka District is limited.  
 
Work at home and institutional employment is expected to increase in proportion to 
the increase in permanent population. 
 
Employment opportunities in the Greater Golden Horseshoe may represent viable 
commuting options in the future for a growing number of Muskoka residents, largely 
due to improvements to Highways 69/400, improved telecommunication technology, 
and increased work schedule flexibility. 
 
400 new jobs are anticipated between 2006 and 2031 in Lake of Bays Township, or 
an average of 16 new jobs per year.  
 
 
 
 

                                                
24 Watson & Associates. Growth Strategy Phase 1, 2008. 
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GENERAL PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS 
 
 
The District of Muskoka undertook significant planning research in its Phase 2 
Growth Strategy (Watson & Associates) and the Simcoe Muskoka District Health 
Unit.   These works identify anticipated economic trends and population health 
strategies respectively.   
 
Growth Strategy Assumptions25 
 
Watson & Associates anticipated several key impacts of the projected population 
growth in Muskoka District in the twenty-five year period up to 2031.  
 
Positive Economic Impacts of Anticipated Growth  
 
¥ Job opportunities will be created because of population growth in Muskoka District 

in the Greater Golden Horseshoe, the northern part of which (Simcoe County) is 
contiguous with Muskoka District.  An additional 9,800 jobs are expected to be 
added to the existing employment base in Muskoka District.  This will include both 
knowledge-based and construction related employment. 

¥ A positive economic impact is expected because of the wealth generated by the 
increased labour market coupled with the relatively high incomes of the 55+ 
population who are moving to Muskoka District, the increased number of seasonal 
residents, and tourism. 

 
Potential Challenges Resulting from the Preferred Growth Scenario 26 
 
¥ Slower population and employment growth is expected in the rural areas of 

Muskoka District, including Lake of Bays Township, in order to continue 
maximizing the existing rural landscape and focus on tourism.  

¥ Primary and secondary school attendance levels are forecast to decline. 
¥ Affordable housing will become harder to find.  
¥ Watson & Associates state that an aging population will create a need for more 

seniors housing.  Moreover, in Lake of Bays Township, it may create a need for 
other services that will assist people to live in their homes longer. This need has 
been recognized through the Aging at Home Strategy that was introduced in 2008 
by the provincial government.   An aging population will also create an increased 
need for other healthcare and medical services.  Access to this range of services 

                                                
25 Watson and Associates.  This section captures the highlights of the Phase 2 Growth Strategy. 
26 This is the growth scenario that has been adopted by Muskoka District and that is captured by the population 
projections provided by the District.  
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may be a key factor in how long people are able to remain living in their own 
homes. 

¥ Other potential impacts of growth that are identified in the Phase 2 Growth 
Strategy include transportation; hard and soft infrastructure needs; environmental 
features; archaeological, cultural and heritage considerations; and socio-
economic and quality of life issues.  

 
 
Community Health Initiatives 
 
Public health agencies are charged with working with populations to maximize the 
health of communities. This includes identifying strategies for both health promotion 
and prevention of illness and injuries.   
 
The broad priorities that the Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit has identified for 
local municipalities to incorporate into their community planning processes are:  
 
¥ Environment , with a focus on pesticides, safe water and air quality.  
¥ Healthy Lifestyles , with a focus on sun safety and active transportation. 
¥ Injury Prevention , with a focus on Road Safety.  
¥ Call to Action , is a challenge to local businesses and organizations to help 

promote healthy lifestyles and in particular to reinforce healthy food and activity 
choices. 

¥ Healthy Places , with a focus on designing communities to encourage healthy 
activity levels, environmental choices and optimize social supports and 
interactions. 

 
More information about these initiatives is available on the Simcoe Muskoka District 
Health Unit website at www.simcoemuskokahealth.org. 
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NEXT STEPS 
 
 
 
The Community-Based Strategic Planning Process 
 
The information in this Community Demographic Profile has been compiled to 
provide a comprehensive description of the Lake of Bays Township that includes 
both its permanent and seasonal residents.    It is intended to be used as a planning 
tool by the people of Lake of Bays as they work over the summer months of 2009 to 
update the very comprehensive community-based strategic planning work that they 
initiated over a decade ago.  The Vision that was created in the mid-1990Õs and the 
demographic information that is presented in this profile provide the context for the 
planning discussions that will take place over the next few months.    
 
 
Steps in the  2009 community -based strategic planning process:  
 

 
 

   
  
 
 
 
      

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
     June              July              August   September      October        November                        
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